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| - The IPA potential
energy \/(r) of an atomic
electron in the field of the .
nucleus plus the average
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o Schematictanergy—level diagrams for a hydrogen atom and for
one of the electrons in a multielectron atom. In hydrogen, all states with the
same 7 are degenerate. In multielectron atoms, states with lower [ are more |
tightly bound because they penetrate closer to the nucleus. In many atoms this
effect results in the 45 level being lower than the 3d, as shown here.
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